	                   Foundation Stage Medium Term Planner – Pacer sheet - Nursery 3&4s       Spring 1 2026 – Ready For Winter

	Theme

	PSED
	Physical Development
	Communication & Language
	Literacy
	Mathematics
	Understanding The World
	Expressive Arts &Design

	Ice & Snow

Cycle 1-Ready For Winter

Cultural Capital

*Real life experience of snow and ice

*Making pancakes
	SR*follow the rules of routine with fewer prompts. *Play simple turn taking games with friends – eg: lotto, building… MS*Begin to tell friends to ‘stop’ if they are doing something they don’t like. *Recognise feelings of characters in the stories & why they feel this way. BR*Welcome new children into nursery & invite them to play.
	GM*Develop race and chase games *Throwing & catching team games, EG: how many snowballs can you throw? *Building dens & large scale construction linked to stories. *Squiggle wiggle. FM*Activities to support using a knife & fork independently – handling different malleable materials, using different mark making & craft tools, dough disco. *All adults model & encourage ch to use a tripod grip in all areas
	L,A&U *Recall and retell familiar stories. *Follow instructions in relation to positional language, telling friends which way to go. *Respond to why questions. S*Begin to give instructions to friends in play. *In retelling stories & familiar role play hear & use longer sentences. *Develop role play based on familiar stories and organise with friends.
	Special Story – Polar Bear Polar Bear Phonics – Matching words/ objects with same initial sound. Little Wandle (Rhyme Time/Tuning into sounds C*Talk about front cover, title, words & pictures in relation to familiar stories. *Link events in familiar stories to own life, WR*Match objects that begin with ‘b’ like Bertie Bear. *Talk about rhymes in familiar songs & rhymes. *Enjoy sharing familiar stories with friends. W*Enjoy recording familiar stories on paper. *Use controlled early letter shapes independently, L-R. *Write some letters in their name with support.
	N*Lots of counting of physical objects to at least 5 – relating to stories. *saying how many are in a group - beginning to match to a numeral or numicon piece. *Subitise to 3 reliably. *Use finger numbers to 4 reliably. NP*Use coloured resources relating to stories to make ABAB patterns *Sorting size of objects in stories *Using 2D shapes to create pictures *Use 3D shapes when constructing physical story maps.
	P&P*Think about own history/experiences of winter weather. PC&C*Explore different countries & place – Arctic, woods & forests, rivers…Create story maps. NW*Program beebots to move around story maps. *As retelling stories – build in care for the different environments & animals/people that live there. Eg: don’t drop litter, be kind, be gentle…
	CWM*Begin to draw simple representations of characters/animals from the stories. *Creating story maps, with drawings, models, puppets etc… BI&E*Lots of retelling of the stories – have props in the role play and small world areas to promote this & extend stories further. *During song time – use adult modelling & music on ipad to encourage ch to follow the melodic shape of the songs.

	Week 1

Weather
Winter Wonderland 
	How to stay safe & warm in winter.

Looking after others – helping with hats, gloves etc.

Sharing, taking turns – building snowmen.
	Exploring ice.

Twirl like snowflakes. 

Build ice castles. Fingerprint snowflakes. 

‘skate and slide’ Large construction fair rides
	Hear & use new language related to winter weather.
Describe ice, snow…

Talk about what we can see. 

Incey Wincey in the snow.


	Non-fiction text about winter weather.

Write winter facts.

Mark make snowflakes

Incey Wincey in the snow.

Little Wandle – n
A Sailor Went to Sea
	Count icicles/snowflakes.

Size of icicles.

Shapes of snowflakes.

Sequence Incey Wincey


	Know about signs of winter and talk about what they see, feel…

Explore ice & snowflakes.

Talk about own experiences.
	Print to make winter trees.

Snowy landscape collages

Look at pattern & shape in ice and snowflakes. 

Ice paints.

Cold colours



	Week 2

Snowmen
	Working co-operatively
Sharing resources

Taking turns in games


	Rolling balls with playdough - snow
Manipulating small resources. 

Placing buttons, threading

Rolling, kicking, throwing snowballs.

Building igloos
	I’m a little snowman song
Follow instructions to build a snowman.


	I’m a little snowman song
Write instructions to build a snowman.

Mark make circles

Little Wandle – m

Pat-a-cake


	Use shapes to make snowflakes & snowmen

Match shapes on snowmen.

Count buttons on snowmen

Size of snowmen
	Know about signs of winter and talk about what they see, feel…

Talk about own experiences.
	Snowmen craft – cotton wool pads & balls, puffy paint…
Milk bottle snowmen

Snowmen songs

	Week 3
One Winters Day
	Looking after friends.

Helping others – getting dressed, food for birds.


	Getting dressed for winter.

Building animal dens.

Make bird feeders

Thread scarves

Mark make patterns on hats, scarves.
	Role play the story – use language for the different animals.

Follow instructions for bird feeders.


	Share ‘One Winter’s Day’
Retell the story

Label clothing

Create patterns on scarves, hats.

Little Wandle – d

Jack and Jill


	Patterns on scarves, hats. Repeating patterns.
Match shapes.

Length of scarves – measure with unifix
	Know about signs of winter and talk about what they see, feel…

Talk about colours & patterns on own clothes.
Find out about what birds eat in winter.
	Explore textures to create hats, scarf pictures.
Design new clothes for hedgehog.

Role play the story.



	Week 4
Gruffalo’s Child
	Taking turns in games. Talk about feeling, scared - brave & recognise feelings of others.


	Following footsteps/path moving like different animals, patterns in ‘snow’ 
	Hear & use new language related to gruffalo’s child Use positional language – where are animals hiding. Describe animals. Listen to instructions.


	Share Gruffalo’s child. Create story maps, describe the big bad mouse. 

Create own maps

Little Wandle – g

Hey Diddle Diddle

 
	Count spikes on the gruffalo.

Shape & size of footprints
	Talk about winter weather – look at different footprints

Explore shadows
	Different textures to make gruffalo collages & pictures

Role play the story

Shadow pictures

	Week 5
The Snow Beast
	Talk about feelings – worried, curious happy. Why might Beast feel like thus and relate to own feelings.
Work together to problem solve – find clues in order to locate missing items. Think about how team work makes this easier. Consider the importance of friendship.
	GM - Create obstacle courses to re-enact Beast’s journey through the snowy mountain – climbing, crawling, and balancing. 
Create ‘snowballs’ and provide a target/bucket for children to aim at.

Stepping stones/mats to imagine walking though deep snow.
	Use picture prompts of key events to re-tell the story.
Act out scenes from the book taking on the role of Beast or Snow Beast – using phrases e.g. Where are my tools? Can I help you?

Play a version of Simon Says – “Snow Beast Says” to practice listening and following instructions.
	Share The Snow Beast
Use props to act out and retell the story.

Word hunt – hide key words from the story e.g. snow, beast, tools,mountain. Chn to find them and match to pictures.

Make lists of the missing tools focusing on initial sounds.
Create speech bubbles of what the characters might say.

Create own snow beasts and describe.

Little Wandle – o

Mary Mary Quite Contrary


	Help Beast to count his missing tools – provide objects/pictures to count. Compare how many he has/how many are missing.
Size sorting – Big Beast/Little Beast.
Count and compare points on Snowflakes.

Use cubes to measure Beast ad Snow Beast’s footprints.

Throw snowballs into buckets –count how many they can get in. 


	Crushed ice sensory tray – explore how it feels, melts and changes.
Look at pictures/videos of snowy habitats and animals that live there. How do they survive?

Experiment with ice in different containers – predict which will melt fastest – water, sunlight, salt?

Think about animal adaptions - how do animals in snowy places keep warm?
	Create own Snow Beasts – glitter, cotton wool and other collage materials
Create snowy landscape pictures using blue and white paint

Make Snow Beast masks using paper plates and cotton wool for role play

Play dough snow beasts with natural materials for detail

Moving like Beast/Snow Beast – stomping, sliding, tiptoeing to music. 

	Week 6
Pancakes (Tues 17th)
Valentines
	Describe own experience of pancakes – favourite toppings.

Talk about special people and special times in own life
	Mix ingredients to make pancakes/tarts. 

Flip pancakes, pancake races. Cut with scissors to make cards/decorations.

Heart treasure hunt.
	Listen to others as they talk about special people.

Follow instructions.

Use language involved with baking.
	Share Mr Wolf’s Pancakes & such Guess How Much I Love You.

Queen of Hearts rhyme

Read pancake/ jam tart recipe.

Write own recipe/ instructions.

Little Wandle – c

Hickory, Dickory, Dock
	Size of circles.

Different sized hearts to sort & match.

Count hearts/jam tarts.

Measuring for baking.
	How do people we know celebrate pancake day/ valentines?

Baking activities – use scales, timer…
	Pancake & jam tart role play kitchen.

Mix red & white to make pink when painting hearts.

Valentines decorations & cards.

Dance with friends.


