	                   Foundation Stage Medium Term Planner – Pacer sheet – Nursery 3&4’s        Autumn 2 2025          Night time animals

	Theme

	PSED
	Physical Development
	Communication & Language
	Literacy

	Mathematics
	Understanding The World
	Expressive Arts &Design

	The Dark

Cycle1- Night Animals (Christmas)


	SR*Be able to wait for a turn in adult led games. *Show some self -control in self-directed play. *Be confident in regular transitions *Recognise toileting urges. *Be able to put hood on head & find arm holes. MS*Will help to tidy up. *Manage own property. BR*Join in with larger group/whole school events.
	GM*Move on, under, round & through obstacles. *Move to different styles of music. *Squiggle Wiggle FM*Using different resources to mark make. *Cutting across paper. Joining craft together. *Begin to use a tripod grip independently. *Dough Disco
	L&A*Recall information from stories & non-fiction books, related to festivals & traditions- Christmas *Understand & respond to who, what, where questions. S*Link up to 5 words when talking to others. *Develop vocab – using words heard in stories. *Follow instructions with 3 key words.
	Special story – Owl Babies Phonics – Matching by initial sound, rhyme. Little Wandle (Rhyme Time) C* Talk about front cover & pictures in books. *Talk about the characters in familiar stories. *M move finger L-R, when ‘reading’ stories. *Share stories & Non fiction. WR*Recognise own name from a choice of 2 or 3. *Count syllables in 2 or 3 beat words.
	N*Recite numbers to 10. *Subitise to 2 reliably. *Show finger numbers to 3. *Count in every day contexts – through play. NP*Sort groups – eg: boys and girls. *Begin to name 2D and some 3D shapes. *Compare size of objects. *Talk about the patterns they see – relating to Christmas.
	P&P*Talk about own family. *Talk about things that they have done before, Halloween, fireworks, Christmas. PC&C*Talk about how they celebrate different events – how it might be different to what others do. NW*Explore the changes in seasons – autumn to winter. *Develop vocabulary to talk about what they see.
	CWM*Paint draw & collage to represent aspects of celebrations covered –bonfires, Christmas… *Create props for roleplay *Use different textures to explore patterns & pictures related to topic. BI&E*Sing & join in with a wider range of songs & rhymes. *Extend roleplay with some support –

	Week 1

Hedgehogs
	Be aware of own & others feelings.  Be confident to come into nursery. Choose own activities & Take turns with friends.
	GM – chase balloons and bubbles. Curl up/roll like a hedgehog.
FM – clay hedgehogs, build dens, blow bubbles, balloons. Pegs for spikes
Tripod grip – Name writing
	Hear & use language related to hedgehogs. 
Hilly Billy Hedgehog song.
	Share ‘Hedgehogs balloon’ & fact book about hedgehogs. Write own facts.
Name writing – Recognising own name/initial letters/listening for sounds/correct formation

Little Wandle – Miss Molly had a Dolly 

	Count hedgehogs, count spikes on hedgehogs.
Shapes of hedgehogs
	Find out more about hedgehogs & how to care for them. Explore the outdoor area & resources
	3D models of hedgehogs. Make marks with different materials to represent spikes.


	Week 2

Can’t You Sleep Little Bear
	Follow nursery rules & routines. Know how to look after nursery resources. (tidy up time). 

Talk about home & bedtime routines.
	GM - Build caves/dens. Move like a big bear/little bear. Go to toilet independently.

FM – tripod grip, shadow puppets, work torches & lanterns
	Listen to stories & join in with repeated parts (Can’t you sleep little bear?) develop understanding of simple concepts. Day/night. Big/little…
	Share story – Can’t you sleep little bear, join in with repeated phrases. Retell story through role-play. Make labels for the bear cave.

Name writing – Recognising own name/initial letters/listening for sounds/correct formation

Little Wandle – Round and Round the Garden 


	Language of size relating to the story. Order items by size. Count out 3 objects. Recognise number & numicon 3. Problem solve how tall are the lanterns? Have mulit-link to measure the size.
	Discuss experiences of day & night. Talk about own bedtime routine. Use a lantern to light the dark.

Explore shadows
	Make props for the bear cave. Make 3Dlanterns. Draw/paint big & little bears.

Role-play the story. 

	Week 3

Owl Babies
	Talk about people who are special to me at home. Know how to be kind & look after others. Know the rules & routines of nursery.
	GM - Move like owls to music (flap wings & dance then stop & sleep). Build large nests. Chase feathers

FM - Use scissors to cut/snip owl feathers.  Create an owl ‘den’. Develop a tripod grip. 
	Learning & using new language based on owls. Hearing & identifying environmental sounds. Follow instructions (prepositions) when placing owl on tree. Use talk in role-play based on Owl Babies
	Share Owl Babies, join in with repeated phrases. Know where to start reading the text. Make own owl books based on the story.

Name writing – Recognising own name/initial letters/listening for sounds/correct formation

Little Wandle – Wind the Bobbin Up
	Count owls in the tree. Size of owls & trees. Look at shapes of owls & trees. Use everyday language related to time, eg: night time, bed time.
	Find out more about ‘owls’ look at outdoor area, where might an owl sleep? Use Ipads to find pictures of owls.
	Pictures of owls using different textures. Develop role-play based on story 

Dancing to music.

	Week 4
The Very Noisy Night
	Recognise own & others feelings – label them. Talk about own homes & experiences.
	Awareness of why we need lots of sleep. GM - Play sleeping mice– dance to music & sleep when it stops.

Making beds & dens for little mouse.

FM – build house & furniture, 
	Hearing & saying different sounds – from story & environmental. 

Use new language in noisy night role play area.
	Share The very noisy night.

Listen to, say & identify different environmental sounds.

Make own story books.

Name writing – Recognising own name/initial letters/listening for sounds/correct formation

Little Wandle – Baa Baa Black Sheep

	What time is bed time?

Patterns on bedding. Size – big & little.
	Recognise differences between daytime & night time. Talk about own worlds & what they hear at home.


	Pictures & collages of Mice. Make new blankets for them.

Noisy night role play.



	Week 5

Advent

Nativity shows –
EYFS performances 9.12.25 (PM)

11.12.25 (AM)
	Think about how special times are celebrated. Feelings at these times. Be confident in new situations.


	Dressing skills, move with control & co-ordination in concert. Action songs. ‘Pulling’ sleighs. 


	Share Christmas stories, songs & rhymes. Talk about own experiences of Christmas. 


	Share Christmas stories, including The Nativity. Practise letters in name. Own retell of Christmas stories. Write a to do list for Santa.

Name writing – Recognising own name/initial letters/listening for sounds/correct formation

Little Wandle – 1,2,3,4,5 Once I Caught a Fish Alive


	Number songs & rhymes. Shape & space – wrapping presents, fitting presents in Santa’s sack. How many presents has Santa got?


	Talking about our family & special people when making cards. Timeline for Santa of Christmas Eve/Christmas Day.


	Christmas pictures & collages. Design a new sledge for Santa. Sing & dance to Christmas music.



	Week 6
Nativity
	Think about how special times are celebrated. Feelings at these times. Sharing with friends ‘giving’.


	Dressing up clothes.

Moving like different animals. Looking after babies. Wrapping presents.
	Hearing & using language relating to the nativity story.

Retelling the story.

Singing songs based on the nativity.


	Share the nativity story, Retell using puppets & props.

Record own version. Clap the beats in words – new language relating to story.

Name writing – Recognising own name/initial letters/listening for sounds/correct formation

Little Wandle – Humpty Dumpty


	Counting angels. Size of stars. 3 wise men.

Size & shape of presents.
	Understanding/talking about traditions of Christmas. 

Using construction to build stables.

Farm small world.
	Nativity role play. Angel pictures & collages. 

Singing songs relating to nativity. 

Dancing & playing instruments to Christmas music.

	Week 7

Christmas
	Think about how special times are celebrated. Feelings at these times. Have confidence in new situations
	Use scissors etc to make decorations. Move like santa & his reindeer, join in with action songs
	Share Christmas related stories. Discuss own experiences.


	Make lists for the party food. Write in Christmas cards.

Name writing – Recognising own name/initial letters/listening for sounds/correct formation

Little Wandle – Down at the Station
	Christmas related number songs
	Think about how Christmas is celebrated in own community. Use Ipad for music & to take photos at the party.
	Christmas songs, move & dance to Christmas music


